TOWN OF WINDHAM

TOWN BOARD MEETING



SEPTEMBER 26, 2019
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Present: Supervisor: Robert J. Pelham

   Councilmen: Donald Murray, Ian Peters & Stephen Walker

   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel
Also Present: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington, Town Attorney Larry Gardner, Delaware Engineering John Brust, Police Chief Tor Tryland, Gail Nicholsen, Janine Soule, Natasha Shuster, Mrs. Lavori, Kurt Goettsche, Erin Martin, Eileen Martin-Buel, Tom Martin, and WAJ students Kimberly Gonzalez and Olivia Pedrick 
Absent: Councilman Wayne Van Valin and Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie
The Supervisor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Town Clerk Bonnie Poehmel opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

1.DELAWARE ENGINEERING: John Brust was present. Regarding the Proposed Ambulance Facility, we need the draft documents to start the SEQR process and a sequence for the project going forward because when you borrow or commit money there is a permissive referendum process. The first document John handed out is the SEQR document, which he is not suggesting to be moved on to tonight. See page one of the last two pages is a memo to the Board entitled, 
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“The framework for undertaking this project is as follows:” It discusses some of the underlining financial and process consideration. The second page is “Steps to advancing the Ambulance Center project are:” This is an improvement schedule which starts tonight, giving the Board a draft SEQR document and then holding a public information session, then after that making a SEQR determination and then securing bond counsel.  John’s suggestion to the Board is to schedule a public information hearing for the next board meeting.  A motion to approve a public hearing at 6:45pm prior to the next town board meeting on October 10, 2019 was made by Supervisor Pelham, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.  John has handed out to the Board a Draft RFQ (Request for Qualifications) for the steeple work at the Centre Property. The steeple to be done at the Centre Property is a specialty work and the property is on the historical registry.  This RFQ is setup for advertising with the Town Clerk. We can also add to this document copies of the Ryan Biggs Structural Engineer report for the bidder to review. Councilman Murray suggested some sort of picture comparison to show after the flood to right now. John, the job will require a rigger and a full replacement.  Councilman Walker suggested it should be lightening proof. The year 1834 is marked on a beam in the bell tower. The Board will review the above document for the next meeting. John also handed to the Board the SEQR Type One process, because the Centre Property is on the National Registry. Councilman Walker suggests the Board should declare Lead Agency tonight and review the documents.  A motion to declare the Board as Lead Agency was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.  John has spoken to Josh Vital @ WWTP he has given information on the improvements he would like to see made, a letter will have to be submitted to NYC DEP and ask for their approval prior to any recommendations.  Next week John will provide Delaware Engineer’s opinion on the SPDES modification.
2.EAST COAST EUROMOTIVE CAR SHOW is seeking permission to use CD Lane Park for pictures on Saturday, October 5 @ 4:00 pm-5:30 pm. They are putting on their annual car show in Tannersville, NY on October 5 & 6, 2019. They have quite a few professional photographers coming from two different magazines this year.  They would like to use CD Lane Park as the backdrop for the photo shoot in hoping to catch some of the beauty our local area has to offer. They are looking to be at the park on October 5. They will really only need approximately 20 minutes for photos, but would like the use of 90 minutes should they fall behind on schedule. A Certificate of Liability Insurance has been provided to the Town Clerk’s office.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent.
3.AFFIDAVIT & APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF RESIDENCY: Ethan S. Bloom of Windham plans to enroll at SUNY Broome in the fall, 2019.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
4.GREENE COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SYSTEMS Contract for Paramedic Coverage 2020 between the Town of Windham and Greene County Emergency Medical Systems for paramedic coverage. Councilman Murray, the contract is based on the amount of calls from the previous year that are received. The fee for Municipality for 2019 is $5,788.00. A motion to approve the contract for the Supervisor to sign was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
5.LETTER FROM SOLE ASSESSOR RETIRING FROM POSITION: Robert E Rhoades term as Town of Windham Sole Assessor will expire on September 30, 2019.  He has been the Assessor for the past 12 years. The Supervisor read his letter aloud….“my tenure has been a wonderful experience and the direction and cooperation shown to me by you and the Board over the years has been an invaluable experience for me….In order to ensure an uncomplicated changeover, you have asked me to remain on board until the process is complete, which I am happy to accommodate…Thank you for allowing me to be part of Windham’s growth and be assured that Windham will be in the forefront of Townships in the future.” Supervisor Pelham, according to civil service Bob is allowed to stay on part time at 21 hours a week, and he has agreed to stay on as needed till the end of the year. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent. The Board would like the Supervisor to write a thank you note for Bob’s years of service.  Larry Gardner would like to say in all the matters that he had to deal with Bob in tax grievance he was terrific and very, very helpful in getting matters properly settled.
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6.RE-APPOINTMENT OF ALBIN BECKMANN to Board of Review (B.A.R.). Mr. Beckmann’s term expires on September 30, 2019.  Mr. Beckmann has expressed his interest in serving another term.  The new term renewal is for 5 years.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent.
7.CATSKILL CENTER for Conservation & Development Streamside Acquisition Program #9318 comments from the Planning Board.  A Community Review Fact Sheet and Map was provided to the Planning Board for their comments.  The area in review is for Tax Map #60.00-3-5.2; 3.10 acres @ County Route 10, Windham. The Planning Board has “no comment other than the property be open to regular recreational activities”.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

8.NEW APPLICATION NOTICE for a Liquor License @ Fresco Pizza Bar LLC, 5355 State Route 23, Windham. A new application has been received, as they are applying for a liquor, wine, beer and cider license. Councilman Murray would like to move this with an exception, he would like to have the alcohol contained to either on the deck or inside and not be permitted on the sidewalk of the café, as there is no room on the sidewalk.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
9.NOTARY PUBLIC EXAM PASSED Janine Soule would like to ask the Board to reimburse her for the test exam fee and to pay for the Department of State for filing fees & the Notary Public stamp totaling $102.99.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
10.JUSTICE MONTHLY REPORT FOR JUNE & AUGUST 2019: Justice Stevens June $892.00 and August $1,474.00 was noted by the Board.
11.GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #280-19: Amounts Due County Treasurer by Respective Towns. Windham $10,514.78

12.TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #32 OF 2019: Senior Citizen & Disable Tax Exemption Maximum Income Limits Provisions of the Real Property Tax Law allows a municipality to establish a Senior Citizen & Disabled Tax Exemption Maximum Income Limit. The income limit established for the year 2020 will be $29,000 for Senior Citizens that are residents of the Town of Windham.  A motion to adopt was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent. GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #19 OF 2019: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the General Fund accounts.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent. HIGHWAY FUND RESOLUTION #5 OF 2019: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Highway Fund accounts.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent.
13.AMBULANCE REPORT: Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie was not present. Davia has provided a report for the Board’s review. Davia has “information for setting up drug testing through Albany Medical Center's Urgent Care in Coxsackie she will bring the information to the next meeting. As mentioned at the last meeting it is difficult to get the ambulance employees to Kingston Worx due to limited hours, as the Urgent Care is open everyday 9am-9pm.  Davia also has a concern regarding the size of the conference/training room in the new building. So much of what we do is dependent on training and she feel it is extremely important to have the adequate space to do so. We have a variety of equipment/simulation mannequins and power point presentations we incorporate into training and the designated space in the current plan is entirely too small. One of the major benefits in having a new building was the idea that we would finally have a place for us to train on the mountaintop, as well as a place to hold classes etc.”  Councilman Murray will call Davia concerning the extra cost for another 1,000 square feet the cost will be $240.00 per square foot. Councilman Walker would like the Ambulance staff know that on October 1 & 2, 2019 @ 8:00 am-3:00 pm County Route 21 (Mitchell Hollow Road), Windham will be closed for road work.
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14.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington was present. Last week Gary attended a conference for the State Association of Town Highway Superintendents in Calhoun, NY. Greene County was one of 32 counties that had 100% full participation & membership at that conference. Gary would like to thank the Board for their support in allowing him to participate in the conference. Also, from that conference Gary has brought back some valuable information to share with the Greene County Association meeting that he attended today.  Centre property had some issues with needing a hand rail and a small issue with the steps that are fixed.  More mowing is just about completed at the flood control dams and at the old landfill.  The highway has completed their community service for the Autumn Affair banner and festive flags have all been hung. He would like to thank the Chief and Windham Police for their help with traffic in keeping everyone safe.
15.POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Tor Tryland was present. The Chief would like the Board to amend William Scarey’s retirement date to September 27, 2019 opposed to September 28, 2019. As he is retiring on September 28, 2019 from Greene County Highway and he can’t retire on the same day. Please let the record reflect he is retiring from the Town of Windham Police Dept on September 27, 2019.   A motion to accept and approve the amended retirement date to September 27, 2019 was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent.   The Chief would like to reappoint William Scarey for rehire effectively October 1, 2019 with the Board’s permission.  A motion to approve the rehiring was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent. Last fall the Chief got approval for buying ammo, he did one last final order with state bid and the order has finally been received. October 4, 2019 the Police will be doing an In-service classification that gets done every year. Durham PD will be doing this for us and we pay need to pay the instructor, the Chief would like permission from the Board and there will be no charge to use the gun range.  The Chief would like permission to purchase a semi-automatic shotgun.  He has two quotes from Tractor Supply $729.00 and GNH Lumber is $2.50 higher than Tractor Supply. He has a $1,000 in his budget for weapons. The UTV has been returned and the extra accessories that were purchased have been taken off.  He was told that a new UTV would be arriving in a couple of weeks.  Recruits are doing well.  Greene County Sheriff’s Office is handing out magnets with a drug tip line to call 518-719-3571.
16.COMMITTEE REPORTS: Councilman Walker has nothing to report on at this time.  Councilman Peters has been working on ID Badges for the Recruits, he has been reviewing a number of things inside the water law that he will discuss more at in the Water Meeting, he is still working on the review of the policy documents and he will be working with Gary on his budget for the highway dept. Councilman Murray has spoken to the new Assessor who is coming in and he would like to request a purchase of a laptop computer making him more mobile when out visiting properties.  Once he has received the specs, he will go through state bid for the purchase. A new hard drive backup has been purchased and installed on the assessor’s computer. Attorney Larry Gardner would like to discuss something with the Board in Executive Session.
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Tom Martin 410 State Route 296 is still having water issues with his property. The water from the street along with mud and gravel is left in his driveway. The water is running into his basement of his house and into his garage and barn. He is no longer shoveling the mud and gravel as he wants someone to see what is going on. Supervisor Pelham will stop by tomorrow.  Mrs. Lavori 243 State Route 296 also has property damage to her driveway from the recent water lines. John Brust has already stopped by her property this evening before the meeting. He will discuss her issue with the Supervisor. John is going to check on the photographs before and after and if Mrs. Lavori has other photographs, she can send them to John.  Olivia Pedrick last summer she designed a logo for the Town of Windham, she would like to know what the town has done. Supervisor Pelham suggested she speak with Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington.  The logo has been applied to all the highway vehicles and to all the highway employee’s uniforms.  It is out there and being seen.  Gary would like to thank Olivia.  Natasha Shuster would just like to know if anyone is actively looking for grants to cover the Centre Property project and the ambulance project expense.  She knows a lot of people in the community who would donate money for the Centre Property to be restored. Rather than a 
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tax payer’s burden what other money is being looked for.  Councilman Murray when we started looking at the ambulance project, we started actively seeking out grants and looking for low interest loans, we started looking 2.5 years ago. We are still in the process of looking. Grants are not that readily available as our Governor doesn’t feel that the ambulance is an essential service. Councilman Murray along with Delaware Engineering has been researching all possibilities.  Natasha, what about some sort of fund-raising effort for the Centre Property “as it is an iconic part of our community” and there are many people in the community who would easily donate.  Supervisor Pelham there are so many entities out there who are constantly searching for money, the money is not always available. Just today, someone was in Natasha’s restaurant and asked specifically about and would be willing to give thousands of dollars. Councilman Peters we are always open to accepting donations, just a few months ago someone in the community gave the Town a $2,000.00 donation for the Centre Property.  John Brust this will be a fairly large capital project the need is immediate.  The steeple will be a municipal lead project and even when this is done there still is a lot of work to be done inside & outside the building.  A fund-raising effort usually takes a while to get going.  Natasha feels there could be a lot of money given.
ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS September 26, 2019 files were made available for the Board to review.
GENERAL FUND WARRANT #18-G contained vouchers #693-719, totaling $12,841.93 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

HIGHWAY FUND WARRANT #18 contained vouchers #202-212, totaling $2,925.15 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman              Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent.
SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #18 contained vouchers #251-255, totaling $30,996.99 was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #20-P for General contained 9 claims, totaling $9,708.58 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.  Ambulance payroll contained 20 claims, totaling $14,246.66 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. Police payroll contained 4 claims, totaling $3,824.00 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #20-P contained 4 claims, totaling $6,816.00 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent.

SEWER DISTRICT FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #20-P contained 3 claims, totaling $455.50 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

EXECUTIVE SESSION Councilman Peters made a motion at 7:50 pm to recess from the Town Board Meeting to go into Executive Session for legal counsel, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent. Town Attorney Larry Gardner was allowed to stay. All others in the audience were asked to leave.
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RECONVENE MEETING Councilman Peters made a motion at 8:15 p.m. to adjourn from Executive Session to reconvene to the Town Board Meeting, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one absent.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
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