TOWN OF WINDHAM

TOWN BOARD MEETING




JANUARY 10, 2018
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Present: Supervisor: Robert J. Pelham

   Councilmen: Wayne Van Valin, Donald Murray, Ian Peters & Stephen Walker

   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel
Also Present: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington, Town Attorney Larry Gardner, Delaware Engineering John Brust, Police Chief Tor Tryland, Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie, Janine Soule, Nick Bove, Chris & Antonia Brower and Mike Ryan Mountain Eagle
The Supervisor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Councilman Van Valin opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Pelham asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence for Bridget (known to all as Bunny) Tompkins.  She was a long-time resident of Windham and the School Nurse at Windham, Ashland, Jewett Central School for 44 years until her retirement. Councilman Murray would like to make a motion to approve that a blank page in the minute book be left in memory of Bunny Tompkins due to her impact on the community, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
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THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 27, 2018 TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, Councilman Peters has abstained as he was absent from that meeting.

THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2, 2019 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor.
1.DELAWARE ENGINEERING: John Brust was present.  Hopefully the week of January 23-24th Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie, Councilman Murray and John will do a field trip to visit the Town of Greenport and Town of Durham their ambulance buildings.  Indian Heights Road is quiet for the winter.  Darrin of Kaaterskill Associates with the help of Kevin Young has put together a letter; this is not a SEQR issue but a Type II issue. This is a hook-up to one house. The letter will be emailed in the morning to the Board. John has spoken to the Bookkeeper concerning the financing and was given him the amortization schedule with due dates.  At the next water meeting John will have a rough estimate of the costs. The next phase of the water project is for Evergreen Mtn. Contractors is to put a vault with a measure using valve on South Street. John handed to the Board an actual plan of the vault, where it is going to be located on South Street.  It is in the County right-away.  The normal course of business, the Hensonville system water will ride on its own reservoir as will the Windham’s.  Coming from Windham is about 110-120 psi and Hensonville is about 90+ psi. They are usually independent.  But if there is a fire in Hensonville or Windham and part of that system drops it will feed the other system thru the prv.  The fire hydrants that are there will allow the prv valves to be exercised.  The vault will be below ground, you will not be able to see it.
2.SENIOR CITIZEN & DISABLE TAX EXEMPTION MAXIMUM INCOME LIMITS: TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #3 OF 2019:  Provisions of the Real Property Tax Law allows a municipality to establish a Senior Citizen & Disabled Tax Exemption Maximum Income Limit. The income limit established for the year 2019 will be $28,500 for Senior Citizens that are residents of the Town of Windham.  A motion to adopt was made by Councilman Van Valin, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

3.WINDHAM ROTARY CLUB TAG DAY/COIN DROP: The Windham Rotary Club would like to have at Tag Day/Coin Drop on Saturday, October 12, 2019 @ 10am to 2pm, with a rain date of Sunday, October 13, 2019.  The locations will be at the intersections of State Route 23 & State Route 296 and State Route 23 & South Street. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
4.INVITATION TO FIRE HOUSE DEDICATION: The Town Board has been invited to attend a dedication ceremony on Saturday, January 19, 2019 @ 12 noon at the Original Firehouse Building at 5394 Main Street, Windham.  Kevin Maldonado is the owner of the building and will dedicate the 1911 original refurbished Windham Hose Co. No. 1 sign to the current fire department.
5.STORMRECOVERY LEGAL NOTICE FOR FEBRUARY 14 MEETING: Public hearing has been set for Thursday, February 14, 2019 @ 6:45pm to discuss the NY Rising STORMRECOVERY South Street Project. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  “The Town of Windham Board will review the plans for the proposed South Street Drainage Project.  The project involves stormwater collection improvements on CD Lane Road and South Street to mitigate future flood damage and increase safety and access for residents and businesses with the Town of Windham.  The project concept originally included creation of a wetland. Upon review and acceptance of design recommendations, it was recommended that creation of wetlands along South Street be removed from the project’s scope.”
6.REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES DISCUSSION TAX ROLL & TAX BILL PROCESSING:  Greene County Real Property Tax Service has sent a questionnaire in reference to “there has been many issues with the provider (TelAscent or one of its predecessors) of roll and tax bill processing and printing services for the County, Towns, Villages and Schools…  A 
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major function that is handled by TelAscent is the processing of the tax roll and tax bill files from the RPS software…  Greene County does not have a data processing department to do the 
necessary formatting and printing of the tax rolls. We would like to issue a request for proposals (RFP) to have rolls and bills printed and very much would like to have all entities included in the proposals.
7.NEWTON FUND ACCOUNT REPORT 2018: Bette Rhoades bookkeeper of the account presented to the Board for their review the balance of $20,880.36 as of December 31, 2017 through December 31, 2018.  The money is held in a Key Public Money Market Savings.  No interest was given this year for this account.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
8.TOWN CLERK’s REVENUE REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2018: $3,284.83 a motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with all in favor.
9.TOWN JUSTICE’s REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2018: Justice McCarthy $886.00 and Justice Stevens $3,756.00 was noted by the Town Board.
10.PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS TABLED: The Supervisor was able to speak to a few of the members but not the chairperson. Supervisor Pelham would like to keep it tabled.
11.TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #4 OF 2019: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Sewer District Accounts for 2018.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #1 OF 2019:  the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the General Fund Accounts for 2018.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #2 OF 2019:  the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the General Fund Accounts for 2019.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  

12.GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #344-18: Authorizing Chargeback of Election Related Services and Materials, Windham $4,669.78. GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #345-18: Authorizing Delinquent Water, Sewer and Sidewalk Charges Be Added to Assessment Rolls, Windham Water Relevy $33,070.39; Windham Sewer Relevy $21,087.69 and Windham Sidewalk Relevy $996.60.  GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #348-18: Town Levies. GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #349-18: Authorizing the Relevy of Unpaid School Taxes for The Year 2018.
The Bookkeeper has notified the Supervisor of the three new permanently installed generators (Location #1 Town Hall, Location #3 Highway Garage & Location #6 Water District Pump House by Bus Garage) will need to be added to the Town’s Insurance policies.  As for Flood Insurance, the unit at Location #6 Water District Pump House by Bus Garage is located in the regular flood zone, once added to the insurance policy it is then grouped together with the buildings it belongs with and would be included in the NYMIR Flood Coverage.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
13.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington was present.  Cornell Local Roads Program at a State Level, recently invited Gary to sit on their advisory committee board.  He went to the meeting just today. They are looking for help to develop a couple of communication workshops.  Gary wanted the Board to know that the two flags at the Windham Path on the State Route 23 entrance need to be replaced.  Councilman Murray spoke to Larry Tompkins and he has asked for cones to be placed around an ice patch on the walk way of the front lawn at the Centre Property. We have been notified it is a safety hazard. Gary will take care of it.
14.AMBULANCE REPORT: Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie was present.  Kingston Worx, she is having a hard time getting random Ambulance Staff to take the drug tests. The Ambulance Staff for Windham are all part-time workers and Kingston Worx is only available on 
TOWN BOARD MEETING (CON’T)



JANUARY 10, 2018

Thursdays at 7-8:30am in Hunter.  The Towns of Hunter and Ashland Ambulances are having the same problem.
15.POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Tor Tryland was present. The Chief has nothing to report on at this time.
16.COMMITTEE REPORTS: Councilman Walker has nothing to report on at this time.  Councilman Peters has added two new pages to the website one for the Fire Commissioners and for Planning Board Minutes. Councilman Van Valin has nothing to report on at this time.  Councilman Murray worked with the Bookkeeper on the calculation percentages for the health insurance.  The highway garage (this room was originally planned for), he spoke with the Contractor we do not have to go out for a RFP, this room is for the records a retention room.  The building of the room will be a straight wall with a 36-inch fire door and two vents. Councilman Murray will have a building permit ready for next week. Also, would like to have the files stored in a rubber mate container. Bonnie Poehmel, Town Clerk will need to count the number of containers needed.  There are two seminars coming up in the next few months (May & June), Councilman Murray strongly suggests that the Bonnie Poehmel, Town Clerk and her Deputy Clerk Janine Soule take the courses for basic Accounting will help with their job. The seminars are offered by the Comptroller and they are free.  NY Planning Federation is about Zoning they are having a conference in July Councilman Murray will be attending.  A rough draft of the floor plans for the Town Hall was given out to the Board. Various offices are having growing pains and they need more room.  The meeting room will become a multi-use room.
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Antonia Schreiber should like to discuss the Dollar General. “What is the reality of them moving into town?” Councilman Murray that right now is in the hands of the Planning Board. The only thing we have is to give them allocations of water and sewer.  That is the only time it will come before the Town Board.  We cannot speak for the Planning Board.  The Planning Board will have to look at the Comprehensive Plan and see if everything follows along with the plan that is pre-established.  Antonia would like to know, “can we prevent future chains from coming into our town?... Is there any legislation for this?”  Councilman Murray has been to a lot of different seminars on Zoning. Zoning you have to be very careful with because everything is very specific and you have to understand what type of store it is, as you can’t zone against retail!  Nick Bove “is it a possible to limit the square footage of a new operation?”  Councilman Murray “to implement correctly any kind of a zoning ordinances it is a two-year process, because you have a ton of public hearings.”  Councilman Murray speaking with John Brust about this, Mary Beth Bianconi   is very knowledgeable on this subject. 
ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS January10, 2019 and January 1-December 31, 2018 files were made available for the Board to review.
GENERAL FUND WARRANT #1-G contained vouchers #1-38, totaling $161,675.04 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY FUND WARRANT #1 contained vouchers #1-20, totaling $17,760.82 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #1 contained vouchers #1-19, totaling $9,084.08 was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

STREETLIGHTING FUND WARRANT #1 contained vouchers #1-3, totaling $92.44 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
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NY RISING WARRANT #20 (Culvert CO 65, Generators, Mad Brook & South Street Stormwater) contained voucher #40, totaling $5,464.40 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE DISTRICT WARRANT #1 contained voucher #1, totaling $105.59 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #1-P for General contained 5 claims, totaling $6,099.41 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  Ambulance payroll contained 22 claims, totaling $15,267.13 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor. Police payroll contained 7 claims, totaling $7,774.72                was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #1-P contained 6 claims, totaling $11,037.17 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

SEWER DISTRICT FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #1-P contained 1 claim, totaling $83.60 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION Councilman Murray made a motion at 7:45 p.m. to recess from the Town Board Meeting to go into Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor. Town Attorney Larry Gardner & Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie was allowed to stay. All others in the audience were asked to leave.

RECONVENE MEETING Councilman Murray made a motion at 8:00 p.m. to adjourn from Executive Session to reconvene to the Town Board Meeting, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  Supervisor Pelham made a motion based upon certain alleged facts and circumstances brought to the Town Board’s attention, the Town Board hereby suspends Laura Mastrantuono from further employment until further actions by the Town Board.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie will look into the writing for policies and procedures for the ambulance department.

Supervisor Pelham the planning board chairperson has not been to a meeting since October, 2018.  She is now living in Lexington and she has not given us her resignation; and she’s still in office as her term has not expired.  Supervisor Pelham will contact her.
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
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