TOWN OF WINDHAM

TOWN BOARD MEETING





APRIL 12, 2018
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Present: Supervisor: Robert J. Pelham

   Councilmen: Wayne Van Valin, Donald Murray, Ian Peters & Stephen Walker

   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel
Also Present: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington, Town Attorney Larry Gardner, Police Chief Karl Gonzalez, Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie, Janine Soule, Jim Thorington, Sadhbh Lavery, James Aborn, Meabh Lavery, Lexi Amico, Denise Meehan, Jeri Miltenberger, Lynne McGowan, Nina Porter, Lisa Jaeger, David Weiman, Phyllis Parrish and Carly Miller Catskill Daily Mail  
Absent: Delaware Engineering John Brust & Mike Ryan Mountain Eagle

The Supervisor called the Public Hearing meeting to order at 6:50 p.m. and Councilman Van Valin was asked to open with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Pelham read the following legal notice aloud: 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Town Board of the Town of Windham, Greene County, New York will meet at the Windham Town Hall, located at 371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY on April 12, 2018 @ 6:50pm for the purpose of conducting a public hearing upon proposed revisions to Town Law #3 of the year 2005 known as the Sign Law of the Town of Windham. The purpose of this hearing is for public comment regarding the Town Board’s consideration of proposed revised provisions concerning sandwich board signs. Copies of said proposed local law are available at the Town Clerk’s office during regular business hours.  All persons wishing to be heard upon this subject shall be heard at the hearing.   By Order of the Windham Town Board
Councilman Peters opened with this being the third public hearing on the sandwich board sign changes. They are no longer going to be blanket prohibited they will be subject to the following:  see page 8 & 9 of the draft copy Section 4 (a) thru (f), this is the same language which was read 
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aloud from the last public hearing. A lot of good feedback has been received from business owners as well as the general public. Also, suggestions from Councilmen Murray and Walker have been made and noted as well.  In particular we are putting a blanket ban on any digital or LED signs with the exception of gas price signs that specify the price of a gallon of gasoline. See: Section 4 Specific Regulations, page 6 #14.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Councilman Walker thanked Councilman Peters for making note of his suggested concerns of the digital & LED signs.  Lisa Jaeger, of the Windham Chamber of Commerce read aloud a letter addressed to the Supervisor and Town Board. “…some of our members have businesses located just off Route 23 Main Street and have difficulty attracting patrons that shop along the street or pass by…. Some businesses have been utilizing sandwich boards to help generate much needed income even though they are not permitted.” The Windham Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors “highly recommends approval of a revision to the sign law that would permit sandwich boards….It is our organizations hope these details can be worked out as appropriate in a mutually benefiting fashion.”  Sadhbh Lavery, manager of the Windham Spa. Would like to let the Board know they are in favor of the new sandwich board sign law as this is a huge part of their business. Councilman Murray has other changes he would like to see be made that may have been over looked.  Please see the following: Section 4A, #6 directional signs with the real estate signs; Section 4A, #13f contradicts Section 4A #2 allotted signs on property; page 7 Section C #2 governing agency needs to be more specific; page 8 Section C #11 & #13 sentence needs to be removed.  Section 4A #6 last two sentences needs to be removed. Councilman Peters agrees and will make the changes.  Councilman Murray would also like to see: Special Use Permit for Sandwich board signs. Sign applications would come before the Town Board first before the Planning Board to have a better regulation. And have this as a renewal process every two (2) years. Councilman Murray drove through town there are 47 businesses between State Route 296 and State Route 23 West.   Page 10 #3 Other Signs (a) Window Signs. (i) sign permit for this one window sign by permit on exterior signs.  Town Law #3 of the year 2005 known as the Sign Law of the Town of Windham will be tabled per changes to be made.  A motion to table was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor. The public hearing is adjourned at 7:12pm on a motion made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor. 
The Supervisor called the regular board meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.

THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 22, 2018 TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

1.DELAWARE ENGINEERING: John Brust was not present.  The Board has received an email from Evergreen Construction that they have an anticipated start-up date of Monday, April 9, 2018.  Their plans are to restart the water main installation where they left off on South Street.
2.USE OF CENTRE PROPERTY: Windham Chamber of Commerce would like to request permission for the 4th of July event for their food vendors to use the front lawn; they also request permission for the Autumn Affaire October 6 & 7 @ 8am-6pm for their food vendors and band to use the front lawn and request permission for the Holiday Event December 1 @ 4-7pm for Santa and the tree lighting for inside and the use of the front lawn.  A Hold Harmless Agreement has been signed for each event and a Certificate of Insurance is on file for each event.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
3.WINDHAM ROTARY CLUB: Would like permission to hold their annual Tag Day/Coin Drop on October 6, 2018 @ 10am-2pm with a rain date of Sunday, October 7, 2018.  They would like to set up at the intersections of State Route 23/296 and State Route 23/County Route 12.  Councilman Walker would like to make sure the Police are aware of this.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
4.USE OF WWTP FOR CPR/AED TRAINING CLASS: Community of Windham Foundation would like to request use of the Waste Water Treatment Plant on the following two dates: 
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Saturday, May 5 and Saturday, October 20, 2018 starting at 9am for a two and half hour class with a limit of 15 people. They will be holding a CPR/AED Training class.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with all in favor.
5APPROVE COMMENTS FROM PLANNING BOARD: Land Acquisition Project Sap #9202 (Catskill Center for Conservation & Development Streamside Acquisition Program (SAP)) Roberto & Verano Campana, vacant land on County Rt. 21, Map #78.00-2-36.111, 3.20 acres.  Maureen Anshanslin Planning Board Chairperson has returned for suggested comment that the Town Board approve with traditional & recreational use.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Van Valin, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
6.LETTER FROM PLANNING BOARD: State Environmental Quality Review, SEQR Classification & Lead Agency Determination, Proposed Gas Station 5200 & 5204 State Route 23, Windham.  Project Full Nelson LLC.  The proposed project involves the construction of a proposed gas station at above stated address. This is letter is to make the Planning Board Lead Agency. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with all in favor.
7.NEW APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR LICENSE: New liquor license for Eastwind I LLC, 5088 State Route 23, Windham (building owner Nordic House Owner LLC) has been received by fax on April 9 & resubmitted again on April 11, 2018 with final changes as the Town Clerk is waiting to receive the hard copy submitted by US Parcel Post.  The new applicant is looking for a liquor, wine, beer & cider license with a full food menu, recorded/live music based upon private event for outside use of garden/grounds and seasonal tent.  Also stated in letter they are asking for a Pending Waiver a 30-day hold before application can be filed.  If a waiver is to be held they have provided a sample letter.  A motion to approve the Pending 30-day Waiver letter and have the Supervisor sign was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor.
8.DOCUMENT SCANNING SERVICE: Focused Technologies is a document scanning service that provides solutions to help manage paper records more effectively (no pricing given).  Supervisor has approved to have Focused Technologies come to a Town Board meeting.
9.TOWN CLERK MONTHLY REPORT FOR MARCH: $2,201.01.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
10.TOWN JUSTICE REPORT FOR MARCH: Justice McCarthy $2,181.00, Justice Stevens $3,367.00 has been noted by the Board.
11.COURT ASKING TO HIRE 2nd COURT CLERK: Previously the Town Board appointed  someone to help out as a second court clerk. Justice McCarthy in a letter has made a recommendation for someone else that they would like to hire as a second court clerk.  Supervisor Pelham asked “Do we need to see a job application or just go on their recommendation?”  Councilman Peters would like to know “who has the personnel hiring authority for the Court Clerk? Can the Supervisor hire or does it have to be the Justices?” Town Attorney Larry Gardner will check and get back to the Board with an answer.  This has been tabled till the next meeting.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
12.GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #8: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance accounts in the General Fund.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
13.GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #82-18: Resolution Calling on Greene County Residents and Business Owners to Adopt the “Think Differently” Initiative to Assist Individuals with Special Needs and their Families for the Board’s review.
14.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington was present.  The Highway Dept. attended Career Day at WAJ school; a few pieces of equipment were brought, along 
TOWN BOARD MEETING (CON’T)




APRIL 12, 2018

with a live mannequin, the part time guy was there with safety gear on. Assisted help with the Water Dept. in the last two weeks with water leaks, both leaks were on weekends.  The Town Hall had ice damage; the highway dept. secured the grounds for safety.  The Windham Path sign by the Police Anchor camp was found on the ground due to the most recent wind storm. The sign had some damage; the highway dept. has fixed the sign with new hardware and re-hung it.  Last couple of weeks the highway has been sweeping the town roads which have all been done once and will be done a second time. A lot of spring clean-up, there was a sidewalk concern at the last town board meeting and they have been working on that.  A business owner whose property borders the MadBrook/Batavia Kill Creek has an erosion problem. Monday the Greene County Highway will start to sweep the highways, this will be about a two-week process.  Researching a new bobcat machine replacement for the next winter sidewalk season, the best pricing is with the state contract which is good for one year.  Yesterday Supervisor Pelham and Gary had a meeting with NY Rising about the three phases of the project. Project Phase I they discussed the placement of the generator behind the Town Hall building.  The Chips Program the NY State Budget got passed.  NY State will allow an extra $400 to the Town.  This year’s lobbing for money was cancelled due to a winter snow storm. The repair bill for the backhoe is in as the backhoe needed a transmission job. The warrantee had expired as it was one-month past.  The original bill to fix was $17,000; Gary was able to get the bill down to $8,108.51 and would like to see if he can still get the price better.  He would like permission from the Board to put up a flag pole at the highway dept.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with all in favor.
15.AMBULANCE REPORT: Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie was present. Quote for 2 jetpacks/mobile broadband: I have a quote from Verizon for (2) Jetpacks/4G Mobile broadband unlimited for the ambulances @ $79.98/month. In order to download the information from the county CAD and the LP15's into our electronic charts prior to leaving the hospital, we need WIFI capability. We also need to be able to fax the charts to the ED as well, prior to leaving the hospital. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor. Positive Promotions-EMS week to WAJ K-4th graders: I have another quote from a place called Positive Promotions, for the purchase of merchandise for EMS week to hand out to the K-4th graders we visit at WAJ and a couple other schools. For the past 3 years, EMS agencies throughout the county have taken part in "EMS for Kids" week at the end of May. The local ambulance agencies visit the schools, the kids are given a walk-through of the ambulances, they have the opportunity to learn about what we do, when to call 911 and have some "hands-on" experience with some of the equipment we carry. Every year we also provide handouts, coloring books, wrist bands or other items to the kids. The Town of Windham Ambulance has not contributed to this program in the past and this year I would like to use money from the Ambulance budget to purchase the items in the quote $1,022.84. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor. Sewer smell at station: We are still having the issue with sewer smell in the station, in fact, it's getting worse. Lately we have had to open windows, regardless of the temperature outside to ventilate the station. My guess is that it's probably not healthy to be inhaling either. I have asked Main Care multiple times, as have other employees, about a solution for this problem. I was hoping that if someone from the board could speak with Main Care, maybe they will have better luck. Supervisor Pelham will call Main Care direct.
16.POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Karl Gonzalez was present.  The Chief was accepting bids for a 2015 or newer Ford Police Interceptor Sedan with 20,000 miles or less. He had received one bid and opened it.  It was from State Surplus Auto Sales 2016 Ford Taurus blue interceptor for bid price of $11,500.  However, they have already sold the car they will keep us in mind.  Last night the Chief attended the WAJ School Safety Meeting.  It was a good night and parents were satisfied.  As you know the Film crew was here and all went well. They paid for the police presents so that there would be no burden to the tax payers. The Film Company reimbursed the Town.
17.COMMITTEE REPORTS: Chief Karl Gonzalez will meet tomorrow morning at CD Lane Park with Jeri Miltenberger Community of Windham Foundation and Laura from Greene County Soil & Water to make the Park entrance more appealing. Laura will be giving them some ideas. Councilman Murray suggested they speak to the Batavia Kill Watershed to help out with expenses.  Phyllis Parrish wanted to know why a park entrance fee could not be charged to help 
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with the expenses.  Chief Gonzalez noted that family parties who use the pavilion through the summer will usually make a donation.  Councilman Walker the next meeting with WARF is Tuesday and they are making a little progress with the 37 acres.  As the Court Liaison he will advise Justice McCarthy that the discussion has been tabled till the next meeting and he will also ask her to submit an application. Councilman Peters has been working on the new draft for the sign law.  He will be working on the franchise agreement with Mid-Hudson Cablevision as it is due to renew May 15, 2018. The last agreement was entered on May 15, 2008 the agreement is good for 10 years.  Councilman Van Valin has some projects he is looking to work on at the Centre Property.  Like a new sound system in the bell tower.  He is also looking at the sidewalk, lawn and fence which he will need the highway dept.’s help on. Councilman Murray is waiting for the snow to melt, he had taken a phone call in the office from a water customer as too when the project is too start again.  This Tuesday is a WARF meeting he will have to miss, as he will be in Albany at a seminar for small town state loans & grants.  John Brust is too set up a meeting with Senator Amedore for another funding source available on grant money, as this is controlled by the State. John and Councilman Murray are still in negotiations with the Mountain.
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Denise Meehan would like to know about the second court clerk that may be hired. What would be the hours for both positions? Supervisor Pelham stated it is a part-time position allowing only a total of 20 hours a week total for two people.  The War Memorial on State Route 296 beside the Town Hall, the sidewalk needs to be fixed. Will that be taken care of this year? Supervisor Pelham stated that the water project will be going through down State Route 296 after that the sidewalk will be taken care of.
ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS April 12, 2018 files were made available for the Board to review.
GENERAL FUND WARRANT #7-G contained vouchers #267-316, totaling $13,969.57 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY FUND WARRANT #7 contained vouchers #75-86, totaling $5,598.70 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #7 contained vouchers #90-110, totaling $43,629.99 was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

STREETLIGHTING FUND WARRANT #4 contained vouchers #21-27, totaling $2,409.64 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
CWC STORMWATER WARRANT #15 (Planning & Assessment) contained voucher #16, totaling $2,312.50 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
NY RISING WARRANT #12 (Culvert CO 65, Mad brook & Generators) contained voucher #22-23, totaling $3,900.25 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #7-P (printed 3/30/18) for General contained 5 claims, totaling $5,177.21 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  Ambulance payroll contained 19 claims, totaling $12,905.38 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor. Police payroll contained 2 claims, totaling $2,409.30                was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
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HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #7-P (printed 3/30/18) contained 7 claims, totaling $10,685.78 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

SEWER DISTRICT FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #7-P (printed 3/30/18) contained 2 claims, totaling $664.85 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #8-P (printed 4/13/18) for General contained 5 claims, totaling $5,333.64 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman             Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.  Ambulance payroll contained 20 claims, totaling $12,985.68 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor. Police payroll contained 9 claims, totaling $11,838.47 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #8-P (printed 4/13/18) contained 6 claims, totaling $9,735.11 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

SEWER DISTRICT FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #8-P (printed 4/13/18) contained 2 claims, totaling $504.40 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor.
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