TOWN OF WINDHAM

TOWN BOARD MEETING




OCTOBER 12, 2017
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Present: Supervisor: Robert J. Pelham

   Councilmen: Wayne Van Valin, Donald Murray, Ian Peters & One Vacancy

   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel
Also Present: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington, Town Attorney Larry Gardner, Delaware Engineering John Brust, Police Chief Karl Gonzalez, Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie, ARB Board Member Bill Solley, WAJ Senior Students Alexis Lane & Bethany Kletz, Billy Scarey and Mike Ryan Mountain Eagle
The Supervisor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Councilman Don Murray opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.

1.DELAWARE ENGINEERING: John Brust was present. A hand out was given to the Board  as requested & received from Evergreen Mountain Contracting on the Water Schedule for October 12, 2017 showing work that has been completed to date.  This week they did make some progress: 871 feet ductile of 10 inch ductile, 164 feet of 8 inch ductile & rock and 180 feet HDPE, directional boring. We have the State Permit and the County Permit for South Street.  John provided for the Board’s review and to keep here at the Town Hall a map of the extended waterlines to be completed, should any of the residents like to view.  John also provided to the Board a narrative on the Municipal Infrastructure Projects 2003-2017.  Ryan Biggs has done their assessment on the Centre Property from the basement to the steeple, they did some drone flights and their report should be ready sometime in December.  John also brought a sample comprehensive improvement plan banner that they just completed for Germantown along the river to show the Board.  John was thinking we could do this with aerial photography; we could take that narrative and show all the projects that have been completed by the Town of Windham. This is just something to think about.
ARITECHURAL REVIEW BOARD: Bill Solley board member was present.  The ARB Board has sent over an email letter for the Board’s review.  They are “requesting in writing the immediate removal of illegal signs that have been placed on Main Street in the center of Windham’s historic district in the past several weeks.  Specifically, Valero’s back lit sign that advertises gas prices—Back Lit signs are prohibited per Local Law #3; Signs advertising Live Bait at Valero’s—Portable signs are prohibited per Local Law #3.” Bill was here 6 months ago and is still awaiting these items to be addressed. Councilman Peters read aloud a letter that was written by the Town Board. The letter is addressed to our Code Enforcement Officer. In the letter the code enforcement officer is to provide a written letter of warning to all sign law violators by October 20, 2017 and report back in writing to the Town Board by October 26, 2017 detailing who has been notified of the sign law and what fines can be assessed. 
2.APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL EDU’s: Norman Kleiman, 27 Panarama Lane, Windham, SBL #95.00-5-1 would like to purchase one edu to connect within the Town Sewer District for a single family residential home.  A $50.00 application fee has been submitted with the application and a fee of $3,500.00 has been paid.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Van Valin, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.
3.REQUEST PERMISSION TO USE CENTRE PROPERTY: Matt Jordan WARF board member has requested use for October 19, 2017 @ 7-9:30 pm for a WARF Meeting to discuss the future of the Windham Path.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.  Sean & Christine Doolan have requested use for October 26, 2017 @ 11 am to 2 pm for a free show for the WAJ 2nd & 3rd graders-Uncle Sam Comedy Jam. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.
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OCTOBER 12, 2017

4.FREE FALL LAND USE TRAINING FOR PLANNING BOARD @ CGCC: Free continuing education for Planning Board members sponsored by Greene County Economic Development, Tourism & Planning.  The class will be held on October 30, 2017 @ 5-6:30 pm Planning Board Overview and 6:15-8:15 pm Zoning Board of Appeals Overview.  A motion to approve for the Windham Planning Board to attend to use the credit towards their continuing ed. was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy. 
5.CATSKILL CENTER FOR CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT PROP ID#9186: Walter Christie, Mill Street, Windham, SBL # 46.00-2-18, 2.00 acres. Comments from Planning Board as follow: Recommends any recreational access allowed-access to the water at a minimum.  Dated October 5, 2017 Maureen Anshanslin, Planning Board Chairperson.
6.TOWN BOARD RESOLUITON #32 OF 2017: Exemption for “Cold War” Veterans, RPTL #458-b as enacted in 2007 only allowed for the exemption to be granted for a period of 10 years. The Laws of New York Chapter 290 of 2017 as signed by the Governor on September 12, 2017 amends RPTL 458-b.  The amendment allows a local town government pursuant to RPTL #458-b to adopt a local law or resolution providing that the exemption shall apply to qualifying owners of qualifying real property for as long as they remain qualifying owners, without regard to the ten-year limitation.
TRAIL ACCESS LICENSE: Request for the Supervisor to sign two of the following easement agreements to access Elm Ridge from Maplecrest Road (or Hilltop Extension) and the northwest side of the ridge.  The purpose is to show DEC these agreements to allow us to connect these trails. Licensor(s) listed as follows: Private Landowners of certain real property, consisting approximately 36.5 acres in the Town of Windham, Greene County in the State of New York, tax parcel #113.00-2-58; 5.1 acres in the Town of Windham, tax parcel #113.00-2-51; 48.9 acres in the Town of Windham, tax parcel #96.00-4-14.1; 15.2 acres in the Town of Windham, tax parcel #96.00-4-7; and 25 acres in the Town of Windham, tax parcel #96.00-4-8. 2. Licensee listed as follows: The Town of Windham, New York.  Licensor(s) wishes to allow trail activities such as mountain biking and hiking and necessary maintenance to occur on their private property without conferring ownership or a permanent interest in said property. Licensee, The Town of Windham, seeks to enhance the recreation tourism economy of Windham through the development and maintenance of single track trails. In consideration of the foregoing Recitals and for $l and other good and valuable consideration, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged by Licensor(s), the parties agree as follows: Grant of License Licensor(s) hereby grants for the benefit of the public, a limited use license to access, use and maintain single track trails located on their real property. Purposes, Conditions, Restrictions, Reserved Rights a) The license is established for quiet, non-motorized, recreational trail recreation and maintenance. Maintenance shall include care of the trail tread and trimming of the trail corridor to ensure safe passage. b) Licensor(s) reserves the right to conduct all normal activities on, over, or across the trail corridor, including, but not limited to, agricultural, forestry and residential uses, provided that public access is maintained and that no structures are placed in the trail corridor. The Town Attorney has reviewed the agreements are they are good to sign.  A motion to approve the Supervisor to sign was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.


7.TOWN CLERK’s MONTHLY REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2017: $2,228.53.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.
8.JUSTICE REPORTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2017: Justice McCarthy $1,271.00; Justice Stevens $1,387.00 noted per Board.
9.TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #33 OF 2017: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Sewer District account.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one vacancy. GENERAL FUND RESOUTION #15 OF 2017: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the General Fund account.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy
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10.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington was present.  Street light conversions have been completed this past week.  Have been doing a lot of property maintenance with the bucket truck this week, like cleaning out the gutters of debris at the Town Hall.  We have been hauling sand and are just short of our yearly quota we are not going to fill the building as full as we have in previous years. We are going to try to do more of a sand/salt mix due to the amount of material we have used in the past.  Currently working on finalizing the traffic study at Bell Hill Road & Begley Road; hoping to have a resolution ready for the next board meeting. Gary has been invited from Denise Meehan to participate in the October 14, 2017 training for CPR and the AED machine.  He would like to see all the highway employees & town employees attend to learn to use this equipment.  Will be doing some shared services with the Village of Hunter on Monday for some last time blacktopping. One concern Gary has is the Dig Safe tickets.  He is seeing some frustration with the two-department locating the sewer and water lines.  He would like to have two separate set of maps with detailed information on the sewer and water districts that can be available anytime to the Water Superintendent Kyle Schwartz & Josh Vital, WWTP. Both guys do an excellent job, but can see their frustration in finding the underground utility lines. Councilman Murray suggested as-built maps can be provided and maybe even a digital set, John Brust will look into this. Also, Gary has quotes for NYS Certified Work Zone Signs he will need 6 signs, and will need the Board’s approval to purchase.  As per Councilman Murray, board approval is not needed for this purchase.  Gary wanted to note also that the traffic sticks were a great use at the Autumn Affair and very effective with traffic slowing up. 
11.AMBULANCE REPORT: Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie was present.  Davia sent the new Ambulance and a crew to the Autumn Affair.  They handed out 40 vital life kits and candy. Two people have done their pilot re-certifications; the Town should get back a $1,000.00.  A new employee has been hired. The fire extinguishers at the Ambulance building need to be serviced and new brackets.  A new washer machine has been purchased and delivered.  And new rods and curtains have been hung.
12.POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Karl Gonzalez was present. Vehicle 386 has three recall notices.  An appointment has been set up with Lacy Ford in Catskill on Monday.  All officers are now weapons qualified for the year.  The Chief would like to thank the Greene County Sheriff’s Office and the Town of Durham Police Department for their assistance in helping out. A street sign was taken from Chalet Drive and Officer Rivera took care of this.  The subject paid restitution for the sign.  PARK is currently closed for the season.  Dan’s Septic was there today to empty the holding station.  The water pipes will be drained, as well as the pumps will be pulled and the picnic tables will be tied down for the winter.
13.COMMITTEE REPORTS: Councilman Peters is working on some has changes for the ARB Board to make it a 5-member board and take out the requirements for a Planning Board member to attend.  He will be working with the Town Attorney on a resolution to get that changed.  He is also looking at some possible edits on the town sign law.  The traffic sticks, a business owner and a resident have approached talking about a great suggestion of having a more permanent traffic sticks at the cross walks that are located through town.  Even though this is a State DOT Permit, it would be worth looking into. Gary will look into this. The website is currently up to date on all board and water minutes that have been approved.  There was an issue with the display the minutes were being uploaded but not displayed.  The approved public meeting minutes are always available at a request at the Town Clerk’s office. Councilman Van Valin has many new ideas for the Centre Property as there are many requests; a lot of the requests will need to be completed with the help of the highway department.  Councilman Murray has nothing to report on at this time.  Town Attorney Larry Gardner there was a closing on the sale of the Windy Ridge Lots last Friday. It is now in the hands of someone who plans on developing it, sell lots and build houses. There were a lot of delinquent taxes due over $100,000.00 to the County. Hopefully that will start to move forward next year.  Larry has gotten copies of the Sign Law and the Unsafe Building Law.  The trail access license that was just approved has a duration of three years are we investing? Supervisor Pelham stated we are not investing any money but we will pick up the liability insurance.
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: no one at this time.
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ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS October 12, 2017 files were made available for the Board to review.
GENERAL FUND WARRANT #19-G contained vouchers #733-756, totaling $5,209.14 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.

HIGHWAY FUND WARRANT #19 contained vouchers #174-179, totaling $3,545.56 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman              Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.
SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #19 contained vouchers #270-281, totaling $6,993.82 was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.

STREETLIGHTING FUND WARRANT #10 contained vouchers #81-86, totaling $2,392.78 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.
CWC STORMWATER WARRANT #10 (Planning & Assessment) contained voucher #11, totaling $5,170.00 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.

NY RISING WARRANT #7 (Culvert CO 56 & Generators) contained voucher #17, totaling $2,261.90 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #20-P for General contained 16 claims, totaling $7,935.77 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.  Ambulance payroll contained 21 claims, totaling $13,593.39 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy. Police payroll contained 8 claims, totaling $7,098.17 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.

HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #20-P contained 4 claims, totaling $6,560.00 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy. 
SEWER DISTRICT FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #20-P contained 3 claims, totaling $611.43 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.

EXECUTIVE SESSION Councilman Peters made a motion at 7:45 p.m. to recess from the Town Board Meeting to go into Executive Session to discuss police and ambulance personnel issues, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor. Town Attorney Larry Gardner, Police Chief Karl Gonzalez and Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie were allowed to stay. All others in the audience were asked to leave.

RECONVENE MEETING Councilman Peters made a motion at 8:06 p.m. to adjourn from Executive Session to reconvene to the Town Board Meeting, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one vacancy. Councilman Peters made a motion to accept Officer JoAnne Rivera’s status change from full-time to part-time effective October 30, 2017, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.
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The meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m. on a motion by Supervisor Pelham, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with 4 in favor, one vacancy.
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